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With questions mounting, 
Kansas DCF chief to retire 


BY JONATHAN SHORMAN, HUNTER 
WOODALL AND LAURA BAUER 


jshorman@wichitaeagle.com 
hwoodall@kcstar.com 
lbauer@kcstar.com 


TOPEKA 

The leader of the Kansas 
agency that oversees the state’s 
welfare programs is leaving 
amid intense scrutiny of the 
foster care system and the ex- 
pected departure of Gov. Sam 
Brownback. 

The Kansas Department for 


Children and 
Families an- 
nounced Friday 
that Secretary 
Phyllis Gilmore 
will leave the 
agency Dec. 1. 


À 


Phyllis 


DCF cast the 
Gilmore decision as a 
retirement. 


“Together with the Brown- 
back Administration we have 
built a legacy that promotes 
independence, encourages per- 
sonal responsibility and protects 


the children of Kansas that will 
endure for years to come,” Gil- 
more said in a statement. 

Lawmakers in recent weeks 
have criticized DCF after revela- 
tions that more than 70 foster 
children in Kansas were missing 
and that some children have 
been sleeping in the offices of 
the state’s foster care contrac- 
tors. 

Gilmore’s departure paves the 
way for Lt. Gov. Jeff Colyer to 
name a new secretary if he be- 
comes governor. Brownback is 


expected to resign to take a 
position in President Donald 
Trump’s administration after the 
U.S. Senate confirms him. That 
could happen within weeks. 

During Gilmore’s tenure, 
which stretched across much of 
the Brownback administration, 
she oversaw changes in welfare 
eligibility that require able-bod- 
ied adults to work a minimum of 
20 hours a week or go through 
job training to get welfare pay- 
ments. 

Legislation in 2016 also re- 


duced the number of months a 
family can be in the welfare 
program, Temporary Assistance 
for Needy Families, from 36 
months to 24 months, unless the 
family gets a hardship exemp- 
tion. The lifetime limit on the 
program was lowered from four 
years to three years. 

In the past year, DCF has 
come under scrutiny for not 
releasing information about 
child deaths and other critical 
cases. The Star wrote in January 
that despite a 2004 law allowing 
release of records after a death 
or serious injury, the agency 
rarely shared information. 

Families have insisted that the 
agency often kept them in the 
dark and did not do enough to 
protect children. Gilmore grant- 
ed a brief interview in January 
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The new Cambridge North tower is the latest addition in a two-decade building boom at the University of Kansas Hospital. 


Since split from state 
20 years ago, KU Hospital 
has been transformed 


BY ANDY MARSO 
amarso@kcstar.com 


You may have seen the 
gleaming tower with the Uni- 
versity of Kansas Health System 
sign at the top, or you may have 
weaved through the construc- 
tion zone around it at some 
point this year. 

The tower is Cambridge 
North, an 11-floor expansion 
that is set to open Tuesday and 


that will eventually add more 
than 150 beds to what is al- 
ready the largest hospital in the 
Kansas City area. It’s the latest 
addition in a two-decade build- 
ing boom that has made it hard 
to remember what KU Hospital 
used to look like. 

Chris Wittkopp remembers. 
As a longtime KU employee, 
Wittkopp doesn’t like to admit 
it, but she had her second child 
at a different hospital in 1982 
because she was so unim- 


pressed with the experience of 
having her first at KU. 

“I had to go down the hall to 
take a shower,” Wittkopp said, 
“and we lined up to take a 
shower.” 

Just 20 years ago, KU Hospi- 
tal was struggling to stay afloat. 
In 1997, a consulting group 
issued a report stating that the 
hospital, then under state con- 
trol, was in danger of losing 

$20 million a year. 

With the hospital at risk of 


closing or being sold, the Kan- 
sas Legislature made a crucial 
decision to turn control of the 
University of Kansas Medical 
Center’s clinical care and its 
2,200 workers over to an inde- 
pendent hospital authority 
board. The board would hire 
the administrators, the admin- 
istrators would take charge, 
and, aside from about a 
month’s worth of start-up 
money from the state, the hos- 
pital would have to figure out 
how to make it on its own. 

Bob Page, now the hospital’s 
president and CEO, was vice 
president and COO under Irene 
Cumming when the hospital 
authority took over. Page said 
state leaders weren’t exactly 
crushed to have it off their 
plates. 

“We were pretty much patted 
on the head and told, ‘Don’t 
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LOCAL 


KCI CAMPAIGN 
DOWN TO WIRE 


Promoters of a new 
single-terminal airport 
expect a close election 
on Tuesday. 4A 


FYI 


GIRL'S INVENTION 
GETS ATTENTION 


Leawood fifth-grader’s 
Storm Sleeper idea is 
in the running for a 
$250,000 prize. 8A 


Judge 
decides 
Bergdahl 
won't go 
to prison 


BY RICHARD A. OPPEL JR. 
New York Times 


FORT BRAGG, N.C. 

Sgt. Bowe Bergdahl was dish- 
onorably discharged from the 
Army on Friday by a military 
judge, but received no prison 
time for desertion and endan- 
gering troops, ending a drama 
that began more 
than eight years 
ago in war-torn 
Afghanistan. 

At the sentenc- 
ing hearing, the 
military judge, 
Col. Jeffery R. 
Nance of the 
Army, also re- 
duced his rank to 
private and required him to 
forfeit $1,000 a month of his 
pay for 10 months. The sentenc- 
ing took only minutes: The 
judge entered the courtroom, 
read the verdict, and then left. 

The sentence will be reviewed 
by Gen. Robert B. Abrams, who 
convened the court-martial, and 
has the power to lessen the 
punishment. If the final sen- 
tence still includes a punitive 
discharge, it will then automat- 
ically be reviewed by the U.S. 
Army Court of Criminal Ap- 
peals. 

Bergdahl was 23 and a private 


Bowe 
Bergdahl 
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FALL BACK 


DAYLIGHT SAVING 
TIME ENDS SUNDAY 


Don’t forget to set your 
clocks back one hour. 
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